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THE 202020 VISION
The 202020 Vision is a mass-collaboration 
of organisations working together to 
create 20% more green space in our  
urban areas by 2020.

To achieve this we are bringing industry, business, 
NGOs, government, academia and individuals together 
and providing them with the tools, resources and 
networks necessary to meet our shared goal. 

The 202020 Vision was started in 2013 by Nursery 
& Garden Industry Australia and Horticulture 
Innovation Australia Ltd. 

It has since grown into Australia’s biggest network of 
green space experts, creators and supporters. The 
network has grown to include over 200 organisational 
partners, 2,000 individual supporters and 29 strategic 
experts all working towards one common goal. 

*All figures current at May 2016, and counting!

26M+
total circulation*

180+ 
pioneering green space 

projects listed

7,500+ 
green space stories 

placed in media

300+ 
network 
partners

29
strategic  
experts

3,000+ 
individuals

ALSO FROM THE 202020 VISION

Download them from 202020vision.com.au

Where are  
all the Trees?
Australia’s first benchmark 
of canopy cover in urban  
and peri-urban LGAs.

The 202020 
Vision Plan
We asked 500 green space 
experts what it will take 
to make Australia’s urban 
areas 20% greener. This is 
what they told us.

How to Grow  
an Urban Forest
A step-by-step how-to guide 
developed for councils  
in conjunction with the  
City of Melbourne.

When we talk about ‘green space’ we’re talking 
about an urban area that features trees and plants 
and delivers real benefits to the people that use it. 

Basically, we are interested in increasing the amount 
of green space in our urban areas in a way that delivers 

some kind of utility to people and communities. 
And why wouldn’t we be? Trees and plants have 
been shown to make us healthier, happier and more 
productive, reduce flooding, clean the air and cool 
our cities.

WHAT IS GREEN SPACE?
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WHY THIS 
GUIDE?

As such, those who champion green space will 
be better equipped if they better understand 
the rules and regulations and the various 
government departments that affect the 
creation and preservation of urban green 
space in Australia. 

This guide outlines the structures and 
government departments that create  
or oversee legislation that affects urban 
green space. 

It is one of three guides designed to make 
it easier to navigate and influence the rules 
and regulations that affect urban green 
space in Australia. 

Like all urban 
projects, green 
space grows 
best when policy 
supports it.

Outlines the regulatory playing field, 
including the government departments 
and influencers responsible for setting 
the rules and regulations. 

GUIDE 1

The Playing Field

THE 
PLAYING FIELD
Here we outline the regulatory playing fi eld, 
including the government departments and infl uencers 
responsible for setting the rules and regulations.
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Published 29 June, 2016

Outlines the rules and regulations one 
needs to understand in order to create 
more and better green space.

GUIDE 2

Rules & Regulations

Looks at the ten opportunities to improve 
current rules and regulations in order 
to make it easier and more attractive to 
create green space projects.

GUIDE 3

Top Ten Opportunities

RULES & 
REGULATIONS
Here we outline the rules and regulations 
one needs to understand in order to 
create more and better green space.
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Published 29 June, 2016

Published 29 June, 2016

TOP TEN 
OPPORTUNITIES
Here we look at the top ten opportunities to improve 
current rules and regulations in order to make it easier 
and more attractive to create green space projects. 

GUIDE 3

THE 202020 VISION POLICY GUIDE

METHODOLOGY
This guide is informed by the Identification of Barriers 
to Adoption of 202020 Vision Goals research report 
developed by consultants Josh Byrne & Associates for 
Horticulture Innovation Australia Ltd.

The research was informed by the 202020 Vision 
Growing the Seeds tour, as well as interviews with 
 some of Australia’s leading green space thinkers,  
from all sectors and across seven states.

A full list of people interviewed as part of this research 
is available in the rear of this guide.

Furthermore, State and Federal Government legislation 
as well as detailed government plans, policy and 
strategies were reviewed to gain insight into which 
instruments are at play in each state and their possible 
impacts upon green space creation and provision.

For a complete research methodology, please see the original research report, 
available at www.horticulture.com.au/about/resources-publications-final-reports/
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WHO MAKES  
THE RULES?
It will come as no surprise that rules  
and legislation relating to the creation  
of green space aren’t made by one specific 
person or government department.

Instead, decisions that influence the creation of new 
or maintenance of existing green space occur at all 
three levels of government and are made within a 
range of departments. 

There are also a myriad of different policy instruments 
that influence decisions about green infrastructure, 
some have national reach and are embodied by a 
specific piece of legislation, whereas others are 
less formal levers that may influence decisions 
more indirectly. 

What’s more, rules and regulations are wont 
to change, and differ between states and Local  
Government areas. 

As such, any document such as this will always be 
a snapshot, correct at time of publication and will 
be slightly out of date moments after that. 

Nonetheless, while planning regulation and policy 
in Australia is multi-faceted, ever-shifting and, at 
times confusing, understanding the key principles 
that underlie the planning policy and regulatory 
decisions will always be an essential discipline for 
anyone seeking to better influence decisions that 
lead to more and better urban green space. 

This guide pulls together research that examines a 
range of different plans, policy, legislation and tools 
that influence urban green space planning regulation. 

While some decision-making tools do not have full 
force of the law, the legislation under which they 
are developed can provide this strength. 

For example, approvals for developments that are 
contrary to the sentiment behind a specific piece 
of legislation (eg The Environment Protection Act ) 
can be difficult to obtain. 

The chart on the next page illustrates some of 
the key areas in which decisions surrounding 
planning policy and regulation are made, and 
helps orientate where decisions are made in 
relation to each other and across various levels  
of government.

Whilst terminology may be slightly different across 
locations these generic names and titles demonstrate 
typical policy instruments employed around Australia.
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Department of 
Infrastructure 
and Regional 
Development

National Urban 
Planning Policy  

– Our Cities,  
Our Future

Department  
of Industry

Department  
of the Environment

Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

National Carbon Offset Standard

Carbon Farming Initiative

National Water Quality  
Management Strategy

Australian 
Heritage 
Council

Australian 
Heritage 

Council Act 
2003

National Built 
Environment 

Rating 
System

Department  
of Planning

Department of  
the Environment

Essential Services 
Commission

Fire Brigade  
Service

Department  
of Roads

Department  
of Heritage

NSW Office of 
Environment  
and Heritage

State Planning Act

State Planning 
Strategy 

State Planning 
Policies

Regional Planning 
Schemes

Municipal 
Planning Schemes

Residential 
Development 

Codes

Environment 
Protection Act

Utility Vegetation 
Management 

Guidelines

State Fire Act 
(and Guidelines)

State Roadside 
Vegetation 
Guidelines

Heritage  
Act

Nationwide House 
Energy Rating 

Scheme

Standards  
Australia

AS 4970-2009: Protection of 
Trees on Development Sites

Local Council – Planning

Local Planning Strategies

Local Planning Policies

Local Development Policies

Infrastructure 
Sustainability Council

Infrastructure Sustainability 
Rate Scheme

Local Council – Strategy

Urban Forest Management

Open Space & Recreation

Urban Water Management

Green Building  
Council of Australia

Green Star  
Rating System

Local Council – Delivery

Street Tree Master Plan

Park Management Plans

Register of Significant Trees
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THE TWO TYPES  
OF ‘RULES’
When it comes to urban planning that 
relates to green space, there are two types 
of planning ‘rules’.

1. STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS 
Statutory instruments, include Acts, Regulations 
and Orders that are made by a government (whether 
State, Local or Federal), with the intention of them 
commanding, prohibiting, or declaring a specific order. 

In a planning context, statutory instruments set out 
the principles behind how a piece of land is to be 
governed, and applies to state, regional and urban 
developments (including industrial, commercial and 
residential developments). 

Statutory instruments don’t specify detail in terms 
of how a piece of land is required to be used (for 
example, how many houses, how high and so on), 
but instead set out the principles that control the 
process. 

There are five key kinds of statutory instruments 
that relate to green space in Australia: 

• The Federal Government Environment 
Protection Act 

• State Planning Acts and Regulations 

• Regional Planning Schemes 

• Local Planning Schemes 

• Precinct /Activity Centre/Neighbourhood 
Structure Plans 

2. STRATEGIC INSTRUMENTS 
Strategic instruments include those such as Regional 
Planning Strategies, Precinct Planning Policies and 
Development Control Policies. 

Where statutory instruments provide the vision for 
an area or kind of piece of land, strategic instruments 
provide the detail on how land can be managed and 
used by defining, for example, the required space 
between houses, size of the verges and so on. 

Unlike statutory instruments, strategic instruments do 
not have the full force of the law behind them, so are  
less rigid. 

There are five key kinds of strategic instruments 
that relate to green space in Australia: 

• National Urban Planning Policies 

• State Planning Policies and Strategies  
and Development Control Policies 

• Regional Planning Strategies 

• Local Planning Strategies and Policies 

• Precinct Planning Policies

STRATEGIC BUT STATUTORY IN EFFECT
In some cases, planning is governed by instruments 
which, whilst not a statutory instrument themselves, 
have been established by statute (such as an Act) and 
therefore have the force of law behind them. Additional 
strategic instruments that guide urban planning include 
Standards and Codes. These instruments may be ‘called 
up’ in legislation, thereby being mandatory in effect.

WHY ARE SOME STRATEGIC INSTRUMENTS  
STRICTER THAN OTHERS?
While most strategic instruments do not have the full 
force of the law behind them, when they are created 
as part of an Act or as part of a piece of legislation, it 
effectively makes them difficult to bend.

Instruments like Standards and Codes fall into this 
category as well – they are not technically laws, but 
the way in which they are used and the clout they have 
means that in effect, they behave as a law would. 



98

OVERVIEW
Who creates the ‘rules’ that help or hinder 
protection and creation of green space  
in Australia?

State, Territory and Local Government level policy 
instruments have different titles in each state, and 
are too many to name here, but versions of the 

following generic types are commonly found in the 
planning processes in states and territories.

EXAMPLE 
INSTRUMENTS STATUTORY STRATEGIC 

HOW DOES IT AFFECT  
URBAN GREEN SPACE?
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Environment 
Protection  
and Biodiversity 
Conservation  
Act 1999

Provides for the protection of Matters 
of National Environmental Significance 
(MNES), such as threatened species and 
ecological communities, which may include 
flora species.

Requires proponents of land use planning 
actions (eg zoning, subdivision and 
development applications) to refer possible 
impacts on MNES for assessment. 

May result in protection and management 
of existing native vegetation or re-vegetation 
offsets where native vegetation clearing  
is unavoidable.

Our Cities, 
Our Future: A 
national urban 
policy for a 
productive, 
sustainable and 
liveable future

The leading planning guidance instrument 
of the Australian Government.

Establishes a vision for Australian cities  
to deliver wellbeing outcomes  
for communities.

References the vital contribution  
of urban green space.

National 
Construction 
Code and the 
Building Code  
of Australia

Provides mandatory performance 
requirements which guide construction  
in Australia.

Building construction must consider the 
‘bushfire attack level’, which considers 
vegetation near buildings and is of  
relevance in peri-urban areas or areas  
of dense vegetation.

EXAMPLE 
INSTRUMENTS STATUTORY STRATEGIC 

HOW DOES IT AFFECT  
URBAN GREEN SPACE?
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Planning Acts Establishes the state planning  
framework and the planning powers  
of Local Governments.

Establishes the requirement of developer 
contributions for public open space.

Enables the development of residential 
design codes which in turn determine 
building density, and impacts upon 
availability of area for vegetation.

Environmental 
Protection Acts

Establishes planning review and impact 
assessment requirements in relation  
to the natural environment. 

Provides for the protection  
of existing vegetation.

May enable developer contributions  
to be levied for public open space.

Heritage Acts Establishes State and Local Government 
powers relating to heritage protection, 
including sites, buildings and objects  
of heritage value.

In conjunction with planning powers, provide 
for the establishment of heritage overlays, 
which may include areas of green space.
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Local Planning 
Schemes

Local planning schemes are established 
under the relevant state planning 
legislation.

Schemes set out the way land is to be used 
and developed, and classify areas for use. 

Include provisions to coordinate 
infrastructure and development within the 
Local Government area, such as parkland, 
sport and recreational facilities.

Local Planning 
Strategies

Local planning strategies provide the 
strategic rationale and justification  
for local planning schemes.

Local biodiversity strategies and/or public 
open space strategies are often prepared 
concurrently with local planning strategies.

Local Planning 
Policies

Establish minimum building-lot  
ratios, including minimum soft  
landscaping requirements.

Guide building set-backs from roadsides, 
boundaries and infrastructure.

May establish specific policies  
for tree protection, public open  
space and urban bushland.
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FEDERAL,  
STATE OR LOCAL?
If you are looking to understand or 
influence planning regulation, which level 
of government should you focus on?

While the specific planning processes vary from 
council-to-council and state-to-state, the processes 
and ways that planning is spoken about remain 
fairly consistent across all levels of government 
throughout Australia. 

The outcome you want will determine which level 
of government you engage with. 

Interestingly, while the principles behind land use 
planning occur at the upper levels of government, 
the actual use of land and extent to which it includes 
green space is largely determined at the Local 
Government level. 

The image on the next page demonstrates what 
type of influence each level of government 
has when it comes to influencing land use for  
green space. 

Federal 
If you want to help influence and set a 
strong agenda and vision for the future  
– focus efforts on the Federal Government. 

State and territory 
If you want to ensure that local efforts 
aren’t steamrolled by major planning and 
land use decisions, and want to protect 
what already exists – focus efforts at the 
State Government level.

Local Government 
If you want to get more plants and trees in 
the ground fast – you start by influencing 
Local Government.

1

2

3

Federal

LOW

State  
and territory

Local  
Government

HIGH

LEVEL OF INFLUENCE  
ON URBAN GREEN SPACE

The Australian Government does not 
currently play a significant role in urban 
planning, however it provides some policy 
guidance, particularly in encouraging 
sustainability outcomes for cities.

Under the Constitution of Australia, states 
and territories have principle responsibility for 
urban land use planning. State legislation is 
typically conservative in its consideration of 
urban green space planning, however state 
strategic instruments are increasingly seeking 
to address green space requirements.

Local Government planning powers are 
established under state legislation and 
enacted by local planning laws and strategies. 
Local Government planning laws typically 
provide some protection for green assets,  
and as with States, strategic instruments  
are increasingly seeking to address green 
space requirements.
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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

If you want to understand and help influence a strong 
agenda and vision for the future – focus efforts on 
the Federal Government. 

The following table summarises the key Australian 
Government Authorities which may impact upon 
green space policy.

AUTHORITY ROLE CONTEXT

Department 
of the 
Environment

The Department develops and 
administers the key environmental 
protection legislation and policy. 
The Department also supports the 
delivery of a range of measurement 
and assessment tools. The new 
Minister for Cities and Built 
Environment is serviced by  
the Department.

The Department plays a strong role in setting 
policy in the protection of parks and gardens, 
and delivers energy and climate change 
policy. Linking these issues to the beneficial 
role of urban green space may support 
green space outcomes. The Cities and Built 
Environment Taskforce now reside with 
the Department of the Prime Minister and 
Cabinet and will be a key body of influence 
in future, with the taskforce addressing 
three main policy goals: integrated planning, 
infrastructure funding and ‘greening’ cities.

Department of 
Infrastructure 
and Regional 
Development  
(and 
Infrastructure 
Australia)

The Department of Infrastructure and 
Regional Development is responsible 
for the design and implementation 
of the Australian Government’s 
infrastructure and regional 
development policies and programs. 
Infrastructure Australia, which resides 
within the Department, consists 
of an Advisory Board and policy 
development agency which seek to 
address efficiency in city structures 
and utility service provision.

Infrastructure Australia has acknowledged 
that Australian cities require urban 
regeneration and planning that facilitates the 
use of public transport, walking and cycling. 
Linking these issues to the beneficial role of 
urban green space may support green space 
outcomes.

Council of 
Australian 
Governments 
(Standing 
Council on 
Transport and 
Infrastructure)

The Transport and Infrastructure 
Council brings together Ministers 
with responsibility for transport  
and infrastructure issues, as  
well as the Australian Local 
Government Association.

The Transport and Infrastructure Council 
primarily focuses on ‘hard’ infrastructure 
(such as roads and rail), however the Standing 
Council provides strategic guidance in planning 
efficient urban centres. Seeking to embed 
green space planning within this commitment 
may be valuable.

Department 
of Industry, 
Innovation  
and Science

The Department of Industry, 
Innovation and Science administers 
NatHERS on behalf of the Australian, 
State and Territory Governments.

The NatHERS program maintains a body of 
technical experts to provide advice on aspects 
including research and thermal assessments. 
The provision of clear, scientifically proven 
information regarding the impact of green 
space on building thermal performance could 
be conducted through the advisory body.

Australian 
Building 
Codes Board

The Australian Building Codes Board 
addresses issues relating to safety, 
health, amenity and sustainability 
in the design and performance 
of buildings through the National 
Construction Code.

Similar to the above structure, the ABCB 
maintains strong links to industry to 
continually update the building code, and 
an evidence-based approach towards the 
impact of green space on building thermal 
performance may support green  
space outcomes.
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AUTHORITY ROLE CONTEXT

National 
Capital 
Authority 
(NCA)

Federal Legislation established the 
NCA which develops strategy for 
the management of much of the 
iconic areas/features of Canberra. 
The Authority delivers the Australian 
Capital Territory (Planning and Land 
Management) Act 1988.

Some planning aspects within the 
Australian Capital Territory are governed 
by the Australian Government. Major 
urban green space features such as 
Lake Burley Griffin, the Parliamentary 
Triangle and the historical defence 
areas near the city are administered by 
the NCA. Administered by the Federal 
Government’s Department of Finance, 
and the Department of Infrastructure  
and Regional Development.

Chief 
Minister, 
Treasury and 
Economic 
Development 
Directorate 
(and the Land 
Development 
Agency)

The Economic Development Directorate, 
including the Land Development Agency 
(LDA), became a portfolio of the Chief 
Minister in July 2014. Whilst now 
part of a wider Directorate, Economic 
Development has a strong focus on land 
release and development and also works 
to facilitate business development, 
investment, often in coordination with 
the private sector.

The Director-General of Economic 
Development is also the Chief Executive 
Officer of the LDA. The LDA is the arm  
of this Directorate that develops 
and sells land on behalf of the ACT 
Government. A core objective is to 
increase the economic performance 
of the ACT, and the progressive 
sustainability policies are recognised  
as playing a role in this.

Environment 
and Planning 
Directorate

The Environment and Planning 
Directorate covers a range of areas 
including urban planning, water quality, 
and air, noise and soil pollution. The 
Directorate manages programs and 
policy in the areas of natural resource 
management, biodiversity, wildlife 
protection, greenhouse gas abatement, 
and energy and water security.

The key Territory Planning Agency. 
Includes the former Environment and 
Sustainable Development Directorate, 
ACTPlan and the Australian Capital 
Territory Planning and Land Authority. 
The Directorate is now the owner of all 
key planning legislation in the ACT. The 
Directorate does not ‘own’ the Australian 
Capital Territory (Planning and Land 
Management) Act 1988, however it does 
assist in its administration.

ACT
KEY ACT GOVERNMENT REGULATORY AND PLANNING AUTHORITIES

NOTES: 2014 marked a significant year for the ACT Government. Major structural changes resulted in the bringing together 
of the Planning and Environmental functions of the ACT Government into a single directorate. What was formerly known  
as the Economic Development Directorate now resides within the Chief Minister’s portfolio and maintains land development 
and sales activities.

STATE & TERRITORY GOVERNMENT

If you want to ensure that local efforts aren’t 
steamrolled by major planning and land use decisions 
(such as the NSW 10/50 laws), and want to protect 
what already exists, focus efforts at the State/
Territory Government level. 

This level of government has the biggest variation 
of policies, strategies, and legislations. So look to 

your state or territory below to get an insight into 
how decision-making happens and opportunities to 
influence specific areas. 

Each state and territory also has a range of 
infrastructure providers (water, energy, roads etc) 
which should be considered in any advocacy efforts.
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AUTHORITY ROLE CONTEXT

Department 
of Premier 
and Cabinet

The Department of Premier and Cabinet 
is the central agency which supports the 
Premier and Ministry in the daily running 
of the public service and guide policy of 
issues of specific interest to the Premier. 
At present, the Department maintains 
policy advisory bodies for Productivity 
and Sustainability, and Communities 
and Social Investment.

The Department has expressed a strong 
desire to foster liveability through 
the increase and improvement of 
public open spaces. The presence of 
policy development areas within the 
Department which consider community 
and sustainability policy matters may be 
a receptive audience in seeking to improve 
urban green space policy strategies.

Department 
of Planning 
and 
Environment

The Department of Planning and 
Environment supports sustainable 
growth in NSW and aims to deliver 
strategies and decisions which balance 
planning and environmental issues 
with the goal of facilitating sustainable 
growth and employment in NSW.

The Department has undergone significant 
changes over recent years and is exploring 
a planning reform agenda. The reform 
process presents an opportunity for the 
community and industry stakeholders  
to provide input to an improved  
policy structure.

Office of 
Environment 
and Heritage

The Office of Environment and 
Heritage is a separate agency within 
the Planning and Environment cluster. 
It works to protect and conserve 
the NSW environment, including 
the natural environment, Aboriginal 
country, culture and heritage and built 
heritage, and manages NSW national 
parks and reserves.

Formerly a policy implementation arm 
of the Department of Planning and 
Environment, the Office of Environment 
and Heritage now has greater policy 
influencing ability. Some areas of the Office 
sit within the Department of Premier and 
Cabinet, which further provides policy 
influence/strength. A strong supporter 
of urban greening initiatives through its 
climate change agenda.

UrbanGrowth 
NSW

UrbanGrowth NSW is a state-owned 
corporation and has a mandate to 
focus on the planning and delivery of 
major urban transformation programs. 
UrbanGrowth NSW works with 
government, private, and community 
stakeholders to improve the amenity 
and liveability of urban spaces, and 
enable the delivery of housing and  
jobs growth.

A relatively new structure which 
has effectively replaced Landcom, 
UrbanGrowth NSW is transitioning out of 
greenfields home development to focus 
on large-scale urban transformation. 
Creates an opportunity to influence major 
development opportunities, particularly 
those integrated with urban infrastructure.

Sydney 
Harbour 
Foreshore 
Authority

Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority  
is responsible for the care, 
management and interpretation  
of some of Sydney’s, and the nation’s, 
most significant natural and cultural 
heritage resources.

The Authority has been key in the major 
redevelopments that have occurred 
around the Harbour, many of which 
are stand-outs in terms of green asset 
inclusion. The level of exposure that 
sites managed by the Sydney Harbour 
Foreshore Authority provides excellent 
promotional abilities at a national and 
international level.

NSW
KEY NSW GOVERNMENT REGULATORY AND PLANNING AUTHORITIES

NOTES: The legacy of the government restructure which took place recently in NSW is that key departments are merged  
with some major portfolios residing in central agencies under the Premier.
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AUTHORITY ROLE CONTEXT

Department 
of Lands, 
Planning 
and the 
Environment

The Department has the stated purpose 
of facilitating sustainable development  
in the Territory. The Department  
controls and enforces standards  
for land development and buildings  
and provides land to meet present  
and future demands.

As the policy implementation and 
project delivery body for planning and 
environment in the Northern Territory, 
the Department would be key to work 
with to influence land use strategies  
and practices.

Northern 
Territory 
Planning 
Commission

Supported by the Department of Lands, 
Planning and the Environment, the 
Planning Commission is an independent 
and advisory statutory authority that:

• develops strategic plans  
and planning policies.

• advises on significant  
development proposals.

Whilst the Department of Lands, 
Planning and the Environment 
manages project delivery, the Planning 
Commission is the strategic policy 
body. Ensuring the Commission is well 
informed of challenges and opportunities 
in the green asset environment may  
be beneficial.

Department 
of the Chief 
Minister

The Department of the Chief Minister 
is the central strategic coordinating 
arm of Government. Containing the 
Northern Australia Development Office, 
the Department supports sustainable 
economic development.

Central Agencies such as the 
Department of the Chief Minister 
typically have considerable authority 
across a wide range of policy activities 
and are valuable to engage with at an 
early stage.

AUTHORITY ROLE CONTEXT

Department 
of State 
Development, 
Infrastructure 
and Planning

The Department of State 
Development, Infrastructure and 
Planning leads infrastructure policy 
and planning for the state.

The Department of State Development, 
Infrastructure and Planning is a  
highly-influential Department which has 
oversight of most development activities in 
Queensland. Advocacy efforts could possibly 
be focused on this single Department.

Department 
of State 
Development, 
Infrastructure 
and Planning 
– Economic 
Development 
Queensland

The State Government’s 
commercialised business unit for 
residential, urban and industrial 
development. Its primary focus  
is to drive economic growth in  
Queensland through property  
and infrastructure partnerships.

An active policy delivery arm of the 
Department of State Development, 
Infrastructure and Planning, working 
with Economic Development Queensland 
provides an opportunity to influence major 
development opportunities, particularly 
those integrated with urban infrastructure 
(roads, public transport etc.).

Department of 
Environment 
and Heritage 
Protection

The Department is responsible 
for managing the health of the 
environment, including landscapes 
and waterways, as well as its native 
plants and animals and biodiversity.

Whilst not as influential in this space as 
the Department of State Development, 
Infrastructure and Planning, the Department 
of Environment and Heritage Protection 
plays a role in conserving and enhancing 
Queensland’s natural environment.

Department 
of Natural 
Resources 
and Mines

The Department’s Natural  
Resource management activities 
include water, land, mineral  
and energy resources.

Due to Queensland’s challenges in flood 
mitigation in urban areas, improved 
methods of water sensitive urban design 
need to be employed. The Department of 
Natural Resources and Mines undertakes 
catchment level planning and management, 
and could be informed of the value of green 
infrastructure on this basis.

NORTHERN TERRITORY

QUEENSLAND

KEY NT GOVERNMENT REGULATORY AND PLANNING AUTHORITIES

KEY QLD GOVERNMENT REGULATORY AND PLANNING AUTHORITIES

NOTES: Planning in the Northern Territory Government works very differently to elsewhere in Australia. The Planning 
Department does not operate as an infrastructure delivery role, instead local councils do. This takes into account the vast 
space and significantly different physical, economic and cultural environments that exist across the Northern Territory.
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AUTHORITY ROLE CONTEXT

Department 
of Planning, 
Transport and 
Infrastructure

The Department of Planning, Transport 
and Infrastructure is South Australia’s 
key planning policy agency. 

The current planning policy review 
process provides a potential 
opportunity to ensure the South 
Australian Government is well informed 
of the need for developer contributions 
to support green space development.

The 
Department 
of Planning, 
Transport and 
Infrastructure 
– Urban 
Design and 
Public Space

The Planning and Development Fund 
administered by the Department through 
the Urban Design and Public Space 
group provides annual Open Space and 
Places for People grants. The funds are 
derived from cash payments in lieu of 
open space for development involving 
the division of land into less than  
20 allotments and for strata and 
community titles.

Through this body, preference is 
given to projects that contribute to 
the Metropolitan Open Space System 
(MOSS). In 2014/15  
the grant was extended to create new 
or enhance existing local reserves  
and playgrounds to provide recreation  
and social opportunities in  
local communities.

Department of 
Environment, 
Water and 
Natural 
Resources

The Department is the custodian of 
public parks, gardens, heritage places 
and crown land. The Department’s 
stated intent is to manage these 
resources for public benefit and 
enjoyment, and for their intrinsic value.

The portfolios within this Department 
are all key to seeking increased and 
improved urban green spaces.  
A structured approach to reach the 
appropriate levels of representatives  
in the Department would be valuable  
and improve outcomes.

Essential 
Services 
Commission 
– Power Line 
Environment 
Committee

A committee established to provide 
advice in assessing and recommending 
the undergrounding of overhead power 
lines. The Committee comprises 
members from across South  
Australian Government agencies,  
Local Government representatives, 
electricity network licences,  
and conservation and  
community representatives.

A body not observed in other 
jurisdictions, the Committee assists 
Local Government with initiatives to 
enhance the aesthetics of the urban 
environment by undergrounding 
power lines to establish streetscaping 
projects. Ensuring the committee 
is well informed of horticultural 
developments would be valuable.

AUTHORITY ROLE CONTEXT

Tasmanian 
Planning 
Commission

Tasmania’s peak land use planning 
body. Key roles include advising and 
supporting the Minister for Planning 
and councils on planning matters, and 
delivering and supporting strategic 
planning projects.

As the key planning authority in 
Tasmania, the Commission plays 
an important role in developing and 
delivering policy in the planning space. 
As the Ministers advisory body, the 
Commission can guide decision-making 
and influence future policy directions.

Department of 
Premier and 
Cabinet

The Department of Premier and Cabinet 
supports the Premier and Ministry in 
the daily running of the public service 
and guide policy of issues of specific 
interest to the Premier. At present, 
the Tasmanian Climate Change Office 
resides within the Department.

The Department of Premier and Cabinet 
plays a strong policy role in Tasmania 
and could be a strong source of support 
in seeking policy change, particularly 
with the climate change portfolio sitting 
within the Department.

Department of 
State Growth  
– 
Infrastructure 
Tasmania

Infrastructure Tasmania was developed 
in 2015 to provide a coordinated 
approach to the planning and delivery 
of all major Tasmanian infrastructure, 
including rail, roads, ports, energy, 
water and sewerage.

An organisation to monitor due to its 
sphere of influence on major state 
development activities, such as urban 
road, rail and utility corridors, each of 
which has green asset opportunities.  
The structure remains under 
development at present.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

TASMANIA

KEY SA GOVERNMENT REGULATORY AND PLANNING AUTHORITIES

KEY TAS GOVERNMENT REGULATORY AND PLANNING AUTHORITIES

NOTES: Like other states, South Australia has reformed state bodies via a process of merging similar planning  
and policy delivery.

NOTES: Currently major planning system reform is underway in Tasmania. The anticipated result of this reform is that  
State Government will take on more responsibility for planning, which has traditionally been the domain of local council  
and regional bodies.
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AUTHORITY ROLE CONTEXT

Department of 
Environment, 
Land, Water  
and Planning

The Department of Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning was formed in early 
2015 by the merging of the Department 
of Environment and Primary Industries 
and the Department of Transport, 
Planning and Local Infrastructure. It 
advises and supports the Minister for 
Environment, Climate Change and Water; 
the Minister for Local Government;  
and the Minister for Planning.

The responsibilities of this large 
department are established under 
three Ministerial portfolios, they are 
all key areas of influence to encourage 
urban green spaces. This integration 
under a single Departmental Secretary 
should provide more coordinated policy 
outcomes, and greater potential for 
integrated advocacy activities.

Metropolitan 
Planning 
Authority

The Metropolitan Planning Authority 
undertakes planning for strategically 
important precincts in inner and middle 
ring Melbourne, the growth areas 
and regional cities. Its remit includes 
planning for growth, maintaining a 
steady supply of housing and identifying 
opportunities to create jobs and 
encourage investment.

The MPA implements the initiatives 
outlined in Plan Melbourne, including 
the objective to create a greener city. 
The MPA is therefore a key stakeholder 
in any green space advocacy activities  
in Melbourne and wider Victoria.

Environment 
Protection 
Authority

The Environment Protection Authority  
is Victoria’s environmental regulator  
and a key decision maker regarding 
environmental impacts.

Unlike Environment Protection 
Authorities in other jurisdictions which 
primarily provide assessment, approvals 
and enforcement services, the Victorian 
Environment Protection Authority is a 
highly-influential policy body.

Parks Victoria Parks Victoria manages urban  
and regional parks across Victoria.

A key proponent of increased and 
improved green spaces and a valuable 
agency for seeking internal government 
support for improved green space policy.

AUTHORITY ROLE CONTEXT

Department 
of Planning 
– Western 
Australia 
Planning 
Commission

A statutory authority of the Western 
Australia Government, the Planning 
Commission guides strategic planning 
of Western Australia. The Department 
of Planning administers the Planning 
Commission and is the planning 
delivery arm.

The Planning Commission is a  
highly-influential body which not only 
provides the strategic direction for 
planning policy, but acquires land and 
determines future use. As this includes 
the development of public open spaces 
and provision of clear information to  
the Department, the Commission  
is an important body of influence.

Department 
of Sport & 
Recreation

The Department of Sport and 
Recreation has the mission to 
contribute to healthy lifestyle and 
increase physical activity in the 
community through sport  
and recreation.

The Department manages major parks 
and sport grounds around the state, and 
functions as the main body to plan and 
acquire new sites. In an environment like 
WA, demonstration of the health benefits 
of urban greening may be valuable.

Department of 
Environmental 
Regulation

The Department of Environment 
Regulation is the key environmental 
compliance delivery arm of the WA 
Government. It works with industry 
and the community to protect the 
environment across a range of 
protection matters.

The Department is primarily a licencing 
and compliance body, but does 
play a role in legislative review and 
regulatory reforms. As the owner of the 
Environmental Protection Act 1986, they 
have carriage of any amendments which 
may be sought to encourage green space 
protection and provision.

Metropolitan 
Redevelopment 
Authority

The Metropolitan Redevelopment 
Authority is the delivery arm of the WA 
State Government’s planning portfolio. 

The MRA delivers significant urban 
renewal projects within the Perth 
metropolitan area and as such is 
a valuable stakeholder for future 
innovative activities.

VICTORIA

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

KEY VIC GOVERNMENT REGULATORY AND PLANNING AUTHORITIES

KEY WA GOVERNMENT REGULATORY AND PLANNING AUTHORITIES

NOTES: In the pursuit of efficiency, Victoria, has also undergone a process through which planning activities have been 
combined with larger departments. In Victoria state planning guidance and delivery authorities significantly influence the 
policy agendas and the delivery of projects.
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LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT

Each Local Government area is different. Some 
have very well-formed and council-endorsed urban 
forestry and precinct plans that clearly set out 
things like existing canopy coverage, canopy targets 
and even detail design and anticipated planting at 
the street level. 

In other Local Government areas, there is little detail 
determining what the provision for green space is. In 
these cases, the first step is to access the council’s 
Local Planning Scheme (which outlines statutory 
rules), and Local Planning Policies (which outline 
strategic rules). 

Contact your local council’s Parks and Gardens 
or Environment team to learn more about what 
policies they have in place which support or inhibit 
green space creation. 

These may include open space strategies, recreation 
and playground plans, street tree policies, city 
masterplans and streetscape strategies.
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PRODUCTIVITY

Plants and trees enrich work spaces. 
In fact, it has been found that those 
working in ‘green’ environments are 
17% more productive than those in bare 
spaces without trees and plants.2 

1. Newspoll commissioned by NGIA & Smart Approved WaterMark in November 2011 
among 702 people aged over 18 years living in the cities of Sydney, Melbourne, 
Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth – report supplied on request.

2. Knight, C. & Alexander, H. (2010). The relative merits of lean, enriched and 
empowered offices: An experimental examination of the impact of workplace 
management strategies on wellbeing and productivity. Journal of Experimental 
Psychology: Applied, 16(2), 158-172.

HEALTH & WELLBEING 

83% of Australians see green space as a 
place for relaxation and taking time out. 
73% see their garden as a sanctuary for 
their mental wellbeing.1 Contact with nature 
is found to have health and psychological 
benefits, including:

• reducing stress

• improving attention

• having a positive effect  
on mental restoration

• increasing longevity

COMMUNITY CONNECTION
89% of respondents in the Global Green Space 
Report consider having access to green space a 
human right. In addition to the mental and physical 
benefits of green space, it is a valuable way for 
people to connect to each other.4

CLEAN AIR
We all know that trees act as our planet’s lungs. 
Research into urban forestry has found that large, 
healthy trees remove approximately 70 times 
more air pollution than smaller healthy trees.5

LOCAL COMMERCE
Research found that customers prefer shopping 
in well-tended streets with large trees. The 
study also found they would pay 9-12% more 
for goods sold in central business districts with 
high-quality tree canopy. More trees equals  
more local street commerce.6

WATER MANAGEMENT
Trees and plants act as a natural water filtration  
system. In particular, green roofs can store  
significant amounts of water and reduce the  
run-off entering sewer systems and waterways.  
This means more water staying where it falls.

BIOPHILIA
People like to be in and around nature. In 
particular, giving children access to nature 
promotes their mental and emotional wellbeing 
and has been proven to have a positive effect on  
children’s behaviour.

Big claims. Want proof?  
Our website has a 
collection of research 
papers on these topics  
and more. 

3. www.aila.org.au/LApapers/papers/trees/Moore UrbanTreesWorthMore 
ThantheyCost.pdf.

4.  Husqvarna, Global Green Space Report (2013). 

5. The Effects of Urban Trees on Air Quality (Nowak, USDA Forest Service, 2002,  
nrs.fs.fed.us/units/urban/local-resources/downloads/Tree_Air_Qual.pdf).

6. Akbari, H. (2009). Cooling our Communities. A Guidebook on Tree Planting and 
Light-Colored Surfacing. Berkeley, CA: Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory.

WHY MORE  
GREEN SPACE?
Simply put, green space is good for 
business, good for people and good  
for the environment.

COOLER CITIES

Everyone knows it’s cooler in the shade. 
But did you know shade is also valuable? 
For instance, trees drop temperatures 
by up to 8˚C, reducing air conditioner use 
and carbon emissions by an estimated 
12-15% per annum.3

www.aila.org.au/LApapers/papers/trees/Moore UrbanTreesWorthMore
ThantheyCost.pdf
www.aila.org.au/LApapers/papers/trees/Moore UrbanTreesWorthMore
ThantheyCost.pdf
nrs.fs.fed.us/units/urban/local-resources/downloads/Tree_Air_Qual.pdf
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THE 202020 VISION  
IS A LIVING, GROWING PROJECT.
Keep up to date with the latest:

On the website:  
202020vision.com.au

By email:  
subscribe to our newsletter. hello@202020vision.com.au

On LinkedIn:  
linkedin.com/groups/202020-Vision-5155492 

In person:  
look out for upcoming 202020 Vision events in your area.
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